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with it. He was, however, strong enough to compel the
duke to give up the Erbverbriiderung as far as he him-
self was concerned, though the elector firmly refused to
resign his own claims. Nevertheless when the dukes of
Liegnitz became extinct, the Emperor Leopold success-
fully opposed the succession of the Hohenzollerns. Un-
willing to let a strong Protestant power gain a footing in
the heart of his hereditary dominions, he took possession
of the duchies when they became vacant, and refused to
give them up.

In the second place there was a weaker claim on the
duchy of Jagerndorf.    Early  in  the  sixteenth  century
Jagerndorf had been granted by the King of
Hungary and Bohemia to George of Anspach, Jagern or *
one of the Hohenzollerns of Culmbach.    On the extinc-
tion of the Culmbach line Jagerndorf fell home to the
elector of Brandenburg, and was given as an appanage
to a junior member of the family named John George.
John George took an active part on the anti-imperial side
in the Thirty Years' War, and Jagerndorf was
confiscated by the Emperor not altogether in       I 23'
accordance with law and precedent.

Frederick William found, after repeated solicitations,
that it was impossible to obtain any of these territories
from the Emperor, and at last agreed to resign his claims
on them and to accept instead a small patch of territory
known as the circle of Schwiebus, situated to schwiebus
the north of Silesia on the borders of his own 1686.
electorate. Schwiebus was accordingly handed over, but
the Austrian Court had no intention of permanently giving
up even this miserable little bit of territory. It had pre-
viously made a secret agreement with the electoral
Prince and had induced him to promise that, if his father
should accept Schwiebus, he would restore it when he
succeeded him as elector.